MASTER AND SERVANT
Already in 1678 he had the foretaste of what his great period
was to bring him. Already he was by natural selection, as
it seems, the chosen man, though not yet on the grand scale,
for the vital situations of parley or arms. Now (September 3)
he was to go to the front. However, he knew too many
secrets to believe at this date in the continuance of the war,
and his letters to Sarah show his accurate prosaic judgment of
the tangled scene.
You may rest satisfied that there will be certain peace in a very
few days. This news I do assure you is true ; therefore be not
concerned when I tell you that I am ordered over and that
to-morrow I go. You shall be sure by all opportunities to hear
from me, for I do, if possible, love you better than I ever did.
I believe it will be about the beginning of October before I shall
get back, which time will appear an age to me, since in all that
time I shall not be made happy with the sight of you. Pray write
constantly to me. Send your letters as you did before to my
house, and there I will take order how they shall be sent off to me.
So, dearest soul of my life, farewell.
My duty to my Father and Mother and remember me to
everybody else.
Tuesday night. My will I have here sent you for fear of
accident.
This letter is endorsed in the Duchess's handwriting," Lord
Marlborough to ease me when I might be frighted at his going
into danger."
The various treaties constituting the Peace of Nimwegen
were signed during the autumn of 1678. Confronted by the
coalition of more than half Europe, Louis had come off with
solid advantages. He had failed in his prime and fell design
of destroying the Dutch Republic, but he had absorbed and
annexed Franche-Comte ; Lorraine was virtually in his hands,
and by his perfidious failure to observe the terms of the
treaties he remained in possession of a large part of Belgium,
including many of the most important fortresses. Never-
theless, Nimwegen registered in his mind an unmistakable
sense of being checked He had secured valuable booty; he
had widely extended the boundaries of France; but he had